The Strenuous Years 1948-55: Cecil Beaton's
Diaries

A Glimpse into the High Society of Post-War Britain

Cecil Beaton was one of the most celebrated photographers of the 20th
century. His work graced the covers of Vogue and Vanity Fair magazines,
and he was a close friend of many of the most famous people of his time,
including the Royal Family, Coco Chanel, and Andy Warhol.
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In the years after World War II, Beaton kept a series of diaries that offer a
fascinating glimpse into the lives of the elite. The Strenuous Years 1948-55
is the fourth volume in the series, and it covers a period of great change in
British society.

The war had left Britain bankrupt and exhausted. The country was
struggling to rebuild its economy and its infrastructure, and there was a
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growing sense of social and political unrest. Beaton's diaries provide a
firsthand account of these tumultuous times.

Beaton was a keen observer of the human condition, and his diaries are full
of vivid descriptions of the people he met. He writes about the Queen
Mother's love of horses, Winston Churchill's bulldog tenacity, and Salvador
Dali's eccentric behavior.

Beaton was also a gifted writer, and his diaries are a pleasure to read. He
has a sharp wit and a keen eye for detail, and he brings the people and
events of his time to life.

The Strenuous Years 1948-55 is an indispensable volume for anyone
interested in the social and cultural history of post-war Britain. Cecil
Beaton's diaries offer a fascinating glimpse into the lives of the elite, and
they provide a valuable insight into the challenges and opportunities of the
period.

Reviews

"A fascinating glimpse into the lives of the elite in post-war Britain." - The
Guardian

"Beaton's diaries are a treasure-trove of social and cultural history." - The
Telegraph

"A must-read for anyone interested in the history of photography or the
social history of the 20th century." - The Independent
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