
An Informal Look at British Coal Opencast
Sites
Coal has been mined in Britain for centuries, and opencast mining has
been a significant part of the industry since the early 19th century.
Opencast mining involves removing the overburden (soil and rock) above a
coal seam to expose the coal, which is then extracted. This method of
mining is often used when the coal seam is close to the surface, and it can
be more efficient and cost-effective than underground mining.
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British coal opencast sites are often large and complex, and they can have
a significant impact on the landscape. However, they can also be
fascinating places to visit, and they offer a unique glimpse into the history
of coal mining in Britain.

History of British Coal Opencast Sites
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The first coal opencast mine in Britain was opened in 1815 at Plean, near
Stirling, Scotland. However, it was not until the early 20th century that
opencast mining became widespread in Britain. During the First World War,
the demand for coal increased dramatically, and opencast mining was seen
as a way to quickly and efficiently increase production.

After the war, opencast mining continued to expand in Britain, and by the
1950s it was the most common method of coal mining in the country.
However, the decline of the British coal industry in the late 20th century led
to a decrease in opencast mining.

Geology of British Coal Opencast Sites

Coal is formed from the remains of plants that lived millions of years ago.
Over time, these plants were buried under layers of sediment and rock, and
the heat and pressure of the overlying material transformed them into coal.

The coal seams that are mined in British opencast sites are typically found
in Carboniferous rocks, which were formed around 300 million years ago.
These rocks are found in many parts of Britain, including the Midlands, the
North East, and Scotland.

Ecology of British Coal Opencast Sites

British coal opencast sites can be home to a variety of plant and animal life.
The most common plants found on these sites are grasses, wildflowers,
and shrubs. However, some opencast sites also support rare and
endangered species, such as the great crested newt and the marsh fritillary
butterfly.



The animals that live on British coal opencast sites include birds,
mammals, and reptiles. The most common birds are skylarks, meadow
pipits, and yellowhammers. The most common mammals are rabbits,
foxes, and badgers. The most common reptiles are lizards and snakes.

Photography of British Coal Opencast Sites

British coal opencast sites can be beautiful and dramatic places, and they
have been the subject of many photographs. Some of the most famous
photographs of opencast mines were taken by the British photographer
Peter Fraser in the 1950s and 1960s.

Fraser's photographs captured the scale and grandeur of opencast mines,
and they helped to raise awareness of the environmental impact of coal
mining. His work has been influential in shaping the way that we think
about opencast mining today.

In-Depth Research on British Coal Opencast Sites

There has been a great deal of research conducted on British coal
opencast sites. This research has covered a wide range of topics, including
the history, geology, ecology, and photography of these sites.

One of the most comprehensive studies of British coal opencast sites was
conducted by the British Geological Survey in the 1990s. This study looked
at the geology, hydrology, and ecology of opencast sites in the Midlands
and the North East of England.

The results of this study helped to improve our understanding of the
environmental impact of opencast mining. It also helped to identify ways to
mitigate the impact of mining on the landscape and wildlife.



British coal opencast sites are fascinating and complex places. They offer a
unique glimpse into the history of coal mining in Britain, and they are home
to a variety of plant and animal life.

The photography and research that has been conducted on British coal
opencast sites has helped to raise awareness of the environmental impact
of coal mining. It has also helped to identify ways to mitigate the impact of
mining on the landscape and wildlife.

British coal opencast sites are a reminder of the importance of coal in the
history of Britain. They are also a reminder of the need to protect the
environment and to find sustainable ways to meet our energy needs.
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